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July 2026

Dear Parents/Carers

As we reach the end of another successful academic year, | would like to take this opportunity
to thank our entire school community for their support, commitment and hard work
throughout the year. Looking back, there is so much to celebrate. Our pupils have
demonstrated resilience, determination and ambition in all aspects of school life. Whether in
the classroom, on the sports field, on the stage, through leadership opportunities or in their
contributions to our wider community, they have continued to make us incredibly proud. Their
achievements are a reflection not only of their own efforts, but also of the encouragement and
support they receive from staff, families and friends.

This year has been particularly significant as we have settled into our new building. It has been
wonderful to see pupils make the most of the opportunities that our new learning environment
provides. More importantly, together we have begun to shape a shared vision for our future.
Through collaboration, reflection and ambition, we have established a strong foundation for
the next chapter in our school's journey. The enthusiasm, positivity and commitment shown
by our pupils and staff give me great confidence that exciting times lie ahead.

Years 7 & 12 return to school for an induction day on Wednesday 02 September at 8.35am

As we look forward to September, we are excited to welcome our pupils back and continue
building on the many successes of this year. We are particularly mindful of those pupils who
are moving into a new phase of their educational journey. To support the transition of our new
Year 7 and Year 12 pupils, we will hold a dedicated Year 7 and Year 12 induction day on
Wednesday 02 September. This will provide an opportunity for pupils to become familiar with
routines, expectations and their new surroundings before the full school community returns.

Years 8,9, 10, 11 & 13 return to school on Thursday 03 September - staggered arrival

On arrival, pupils should make their way to the yard at the rear of the building, where they will
line up with their year group and be welcomed by staff before the start of the day.

e Year 7 & Year 12 Arrival at 8:35am

e Year8 Arrival at 8:35am

e Year9 Arrival at 9:30am

e Year 10 Arrival at 11:20am

e Year 11 Arrival at 12:15pm

e Year 13 Arrival at 12:15pm
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Key Dates 2026-2027

Term Dates
TERM BEGINS HALF TERM ENDS
AUTUMN 2026 TUE 01 SEP 2026 MON 26 - FRI 30 OCT FRI 18 DEC 2026
SPRING 2027 MON 04 JAN 2027 MON 08 - FRI 12 FEB FRI 19 MAR 2027
SUMMER 2027 MON 05 APR 2027 MON 31 MAY - FRI 04 JUN | TUE 20 JUL 2027

INSET (Staff Training) days

Tuesday 01 September 2026
Monday 07 December 2026
Friday 18 December 2026
Monday 15 March 2027
Monday 19 July 2027
Tuesday 20 July 2027

All schools will be closed on Monday 03 May 2027 for the Bank Holiday.

Parents’ & Carers’ Evenings

e Year7 Thursday 06 May 2027

e Year8 Thursday 22 April 2027

e Year9 Thursday 08 April 2027

e Year10 Thursday 04 March 2027

e Year 11 Thursday 21 January 2027

e Years12&13 Thursday 03 December 2026

Other Events

Thursday 10 September 2026 Year 7 ‘Meet the Criw Leader’ Evening

Thursday 24 September 2026 Year 6 Open Evening

Thursday 08 October 2026 Sixth Form Options Evening

Wednesday 09 December 2026 Carol Service, Llandaff Cathedral

Thursday 28 January 2027 Year 9 Options Open Evening

Monday 10 May 2027 GCSE & GCE Exams begin

Monday 14 June 2027 GCE Exams end

Friday 18 June 2027 GCSE Exams end

Monday 21 June 2027 Welsh National Tests & Internal Exams begin Years 7-10
Wednesday 30 June 2027 Awards Evening

Uniform Expectations

As we prepare for the new academic year, | would like to remind parents and carers of the
importance of our school uniform. Our uniform helps foster a sense of pride, belonging and
high standards across our school community. We ask all families to ensure that pupils
return in full school uniform from the first day of term, including appropriate footwear
and any required equipment. Your support in ensuring that pupils arrive ready to learn is
greatly appreciated and helps us maintain the high expectations that underpin our school
culture.



Mobile Phones from September

As part of our ongoing commitment to providing the very best education and school
experience for every child, | would like to remind families that, from September, pupils will
hand in their mobile phones at the start of the school day, with devices stored securely and
returned at the end of the day.

This development is an important part of our vision for creating a school environment where
every pupil can thrive academically, socially and emotionally. By removing the distractions
that mobile phones can present, we are ensuring that pupils are fully focused on their
learning, actively engaged in lessons and able to make the most of the opportunities
available to them throughout the school day.

Combined with our exceptional new learning environment, high expectations and ambitious
curriculum, this approach will help us to continue delivering the very best education for our
young people. We know that, with the support of our families, this change will have a
positive impact on pupils' concentration, wellbeing, relationships and overall school
experience.

Strengthening Our School Community

We are delighted to share that we have established a Parent, Teacher and Friends
Association (PTFA). This is an exciting step in further strengthening the relationship
between school, families and the wider community.

The PTFA will provide opportunities for parents, carers, staff and friends of the school to
work together to support our pupils, contribute to school events and help enhance the
experiences we provide for our young people. We are keen to build a vibrant and engaged
school community and would encourage anyone who is interested to get involved. Whether
you can offer your time regularly or support specific events throughout the year, your
contribution will be greatly valued. Please see the attached poster for further
information and contact details.

Communication with Parents and Carers

As part of our continued commitment to strengthening communication between home and
school, from September we will be making greater use of Arbor, alongside our school social
media channels, to share important information, celebrate pupil success, and keep families
informed of key events and updates.

Clear, consistent and timely communication is essential in ensuring that we work together
effectively to support our young people. During the summer holidays, you will receive a
letter containing your Arbor access code. Please download the Arbor app and ensure
that you are able to sign in before the start of the new academic year. As this will be
our main method of communication, we encourage you to ensure your contact details are
regularly checked and updated.

Our revised social media platforms will also be re-launched ahead of September and we will
write to you with the details around this in due course.



As the summer holiday begins, | hope all members of our school community have the
opportunity to rest, recharge and enjoy time with family and friends.

Thank you once again for your continued support of our school and for the significant
contribution you make to the success of our young people. | am immensely proud of all that
we have achieved together this year and excited about the opportunities that lie ahead as
we continue to develop our school, strengthen our community and realise our shared vision.

I look forward to welcoming everyone back in September for another year of achievement,
opportunity and success.

Yours sincerely

AL

MRS A DAVIES
Headteacher/Pennaeth




